
League and an active member in 
the community.  His eldest son, 
Thomas III, attended Hamilton 
Park when it became the Paceset-
ters and played the saxophone in 
the classical band in elementary.  
Thomas III has a son named Tho-
mas that attended Hamilton Park 
Pacesetters, but transferred when 
he was in the fifth grade to a 
neighboring city school.  Thomas 
IV states that he missed the close-
ness that HP provided to the stu-
dents and felt that the education 
was much better at HP than his 
transfer school.   Thomas Jefferson 
V is a 2 year old with a bright smile 
that illustrates the promise of our 
future. 
 
By Teresa Johnson  
 
 

Thomas Jefferson moved his family 
of 10—eight children and wife to 
Hamilton Park in 1959.  He was a 
hard working man and a devoted 
father that wanted his children to 
have a better life.  One in which 
they could be a part of a commu-
nity.  Where his children could 
attend neighborhood schools with-
out having to be bussed to a one of 
the only schools his children were 
allowed to attend during segrega-
tion.  Hamilton Park provided an 
opportunity for Mr. Jefferson, a 
veteran,  to purchase a home with a 
VA loan and thought Hamilton 
Park was the “ideal spot” for his 
family.” Thomas, Sr, now 84, states 
that Hamilton Park provided a safe 
and happy neighborhood that was 
more like a family.  His eldest son, 

Thomas Jr. was not as excited or 
optimistic about the move.  Being a 
sophomore when he transferred to 
Hamilton Park School, TJ, now 65, 
thought he would be able to misbe-
have at school and perhaps the 
teachers would not want to deal 
with him.  But, the teachers “had 
another story for him”.  He states 
that the teachers at Hamilton Park 
School were some of the best 
around.  He was not allowed to 
misbehave in class; he did his 
homework and learned to love the 
school and the neighborhood.  So 
much so, that Mr. Jefferson, raised 
his family in HP and still resides in 
Hamilton Park with his wife Mary.  
Thomas  “TJ” Jefferson is the Presi-
dent of the Hamilton Park  Civic 
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Greek Salad 
 
4 Tbs. Extra virgin olive oil 
2 Tbs. Lemon juice 
2 Tbs. Red wine vinegar  
1 tsp. Garlic, minced 
2 tsp. Fresh oregano, chopped 
TT Salt 
TT Pepper 
1 Cucumber 
6 oz. Crumbled Feta cheese 
½ lb. Kalamata olives, pitted 
1 Tbs. Fresh parsley, chopped 
½ bunch Green onions, sliced 
1 bag Hearts of Romaine lettuce 
2 Roma tomatoes, cut into 8 wedges 
  
 To make dressing, whisk together the olive oil, lemon juice, 

vinegar, garlic and oregano in a medium bowl.   
 Add Salt and Pepper to taste. 
 Peel cucumber and slice in half lengthwise.  Remove the 

seeds and cut large dice. 
  
 Combine olives, cucumber, parsley and green onions in a bowl 

and add the dressing. 
 Line plates with lettuce.  Add olive-cucumber mixture and 
 sprinkle with feta cheese.  Garnish with tomato slices.  
 
If you would like more information please email Cookingwithlance@sbcglobal.net 
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September 12th—
Legacy Gala (*location 
to be determined) 8pm - 
until  
October 7th—National 
Night Out and Potluck 
6pm-8pm  

Upcoming Community Events  

Location of events*: 
Willie B. Johnson Recreation Center 
12225 Willowdell Drive 
Dallas, TX 75243 
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“Yes, our greatness as a nation has depended on individual initiative, on a belief in 
the free market. But it has also depended on our sense of mutual regard for each 
other, of mutual responsibility. The idea that everybody has a stake in the country, 
that we're all in it together and everybody's got a shot at opportunity. Americans 
know this. We know that government can't solve all our problems - and we don't 
want it to. But we also know that there are some things we can't do on our own. We 
know that there are some things we do better together.” 

      ~President Barack Obama 
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4 years: My Daddy can do anything!    
7 years: My Dad knows a lot…a whole lot. 
8 years: My father does not know quite everything. 
12 years: Oh well, naturally Father does not know that either. 
14 years: Oh, Father? He is hopelessly old-fashioned. 
21 years: Oh, that man-he is out of date! 
25 years: He knows a little bit about it, but not much. 
30 years: I must find out what Dad thinks about it. 
35 years: Before we decide, we will get Dad's idea first. 
50 years: What would Dad have thought about that? 
60 years: My Dad knew literally everything! 
65 years: I wish I could talk it over with Dad once more. 
    ~Unknown  


